RIDING THE FISHERY MANAGEMENT BUS

I think, that managing fishery is a bit like like travelling on a long distance bus. On one bus, some fellows got on board when it was empty; others when there was still place to sit. So far so good. The bus is going and the people on board feel that they've got the right to arrive at their destination. When the bus has become fairly full, the driver shut the door, stopped taking up morepassengers, and went on driving happily. 

But, a second bus had a different driver, who collected more people than there was seats on the bus, stopped at every stop and kept the doors open.  So, the trouble started. The bus got overcrowded, smelly, and people were falling on and pressing at each other.

The driver thought, it's a good opportunity to collect money from passengers. The driver preferred some of the newcomers who were well equipped with cash and were ready to pay quite a bit to stay on board. But the old passengers claimed that they in fact already paid their passage by helping to assemble the bus and by pushing it through rough sections of road, and that they had the right to go on travelling without extra payments.

Some of the new fellows wanted to sit, while some were fat and wanted two seats each, and some others wanted also their own kith and kin to board the overcrowded bus. The driver said to them: you can sit if you pay the other passengers to stand up and let you have their seats, and even pay off other passengers to get off the bus, and take their place. In this way, you buy the right to the seats. You can even buy yourself 3-4 seats and lay down.

But, said the new passengers, they don't want to sell us their seats. They say they have the right to keep their seats and keep travelling. So, the driver stopped the bus, and told the passengers: those who want to keep  traveling rights, must pay. If you don't have the money, you must sell to the haves and get off. That's the law.

Different drivers made different rules. Some had thought that there are plenty of seats on the bus and let in more people that the bus could carry. Afterwards, they blamed the passengers for boarding and overcrowding the bus. Some just want to bring their passengers to their destination. Others have additional agendas. There're all sorts of drivers…

In my opinion, the first bus was like a limited access fishery that "shut the doors" at the right time. Here, the rule was: no more boats and keep fishing. Who's in is in. Who's out can come in only when a vacancy occurs. If followed, little other ruling is needed.

The second bus was like an open access fishery that got overcrowded (overcapitalised). This made the driver... sorry, the government very important in deciding who's got the right to fish. This one was selling fishing rights in the form of quotas and made them marketable. The result was that the few fat guys with fat pockets remained on the bus, each relaxing on several seats. The other passengers had to continue their travel on foot.

Well, in this world some rules are always needed. The question is who's making them and for whose sake., and if followed, what are the consequences. 

